CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF AUSABLE

 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

April 25, 2018
 “approved”

CALL TO ORDER:  

Meeting was called to order by Kurt Beck, Chairman, at 6:00 pm
ROLL CALL:

Present:  Bill Szuch, Diana London, Kurt Beck, Ron Janis, Jeff Lamrock
Staff Present: Leisa Sutton, Superintendent, Susie Olpere, Recording Secretary
MEETING AGENDA:
Janis made the motion to approve the agenda as noted for April. 25, 2018.  Second by Szuch
Unanimous – Voice Vote
Motion Carried
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM  (March 28, 2018) :
Motion was made by Janis to approve the minutes of March 28, 2018.  Second by London 
Unanimous – Roll Call Vote
Motion Carried
PUBLIC HEARING:  Adoption of Zoning Ordinance #88 – 
Motion was made by Janis to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing.  Second by Szuch

Unanimous – Voice Vote

Motion Carried

Time: 6:08

Superintendent Sutton included the final draft of Ordinance #88 to be reviewed by the commissioners and to hear any discussion or concerns by the public in attendance. Commissioner London did find minor corrections that had already been discussed and typographical errors.  
Article 9.06 Item D – Violations and Fine

The township attorney, Mr. Tim Gulden, suggested the fine pertaining to violations be increased from $50.00 to $500.00. and that it should be assessed upon issuance of the ticket.

No further discussion was heard from people in attendance.

Motion by Szuch to close public hearing and reconvene regular board meeting.   Second by London

Unanimous – Voice Vote

Motion Carried

Time: 6:08

NEW BUSINESS:
A) Discussion and consideration of request to change zoning to allow chickens in residential areas -  The board came to a consensus to further discuss the request to allow chickens in residential areas.  After review of a few samples of ordinances, there were specific items the board wished to examine.
Subject:  Chickens

a) Districts Allowed – R1, 2, 3, 4 and NR (Natural Resource)

b) Number of Chickens -  Maximum of 6

c) Single Family Dwellings Only
d) Humane Culling

e) Roosters will be prohibited

f) Enclosure -  size and setbacks

Setback – No less than 10’ side and rear, no less than 40’ from any residential structure
to adjoining lots

g) Maintenance -  language regarding protection against rats and mice

h) Compliance / Inspections -  permit will be required and a visit to verify standards have been met.   Anything else will be dealt with on a complaint basis.
i) Penalty / Enforcement – Enforcement language and what constitutes a public nuisance

j) No Retail Sales


Any further details will be discussed at the next meeting.

B) Consideration of recommendation of Adoption of Zoning Ordinance #88 to the Board of Trustees – This draft has been made for clarification and reformatting of the zoning ordinance, which will make it easier to understand, more accessible, and user friendly.
Janis made the recommendation to forward the final draft to the township board for their approval.  Second by Szuch
Unanimous – Roll Call Vote

Motion Carried
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Eileen Hall asked the approximate time the chicken ordinance would be approved.  Superintendent Sutton thought it would be sometime in July.
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 
The Commissioners appreciated the press coverage from Mrs. Karen Rouse and wished her well in her new job.   
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion was made by Janis
Second by Lamrock
Unanimous – Voice Vote
Motion Carried
Time: 6:48 pm
Submitted by:

Susie Olpere





    ​​​​​​​​​____________________________________
Recording Secretary                                                              Kurt Beck, Chairman   
                                                                                               Planning Commission
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